of Medieval Spain (2004 Spain ( , reprinted in 2009 , of which Simon had recently started a new revised and enhanced edition) were produced. He engaged actively with a substantial number of both teaching and administrative activities, including the coordination of the Centre for Medieval Studies at Exeter. He was also Director of Education for 3 years and later became its head of department.
Simon's research trajectory reflected his intellectual curiosity and ability to diversify his area of study to include themes and methodological perspectives which went beyond his original training. His most recent book, Conquerors, Brides, and Concubines: Interfaith Relations and Social Power in Medieval Iberia (2015) , is a case in point. Moving beyond his original focus on the lay aristocracy and undertaking a process that he defined as "doing a second Ph.D.", Simon examined the cultural, political, and social impact and functions that interfaith-marriage alliances and sexual encounter had in the complex dynamics of Medieval Iberia.
Simon was a thoughtful, calm, and very pragmatic person, who nevertheless managed to surprise us with his unexpected choices. One of them was his decision to join the University of Central Florida and move to Orlando in 2016. On the one hand, those who had been studying and working with him were saddened by the idea of seeing him go, but on the other we were genuinely pleased to see him so eager to undertake a new and exciting academic adventure (see the blogpost by his long-time friend and colleague, Alun Williams: https://blogs. exeter.ac.uk/medievalstudies/2016/12/simon-piece).
His academic achievements have been plentiful, and it would require a much longer and more detailed description to cover them exhaustively. Yet, what we would like to share here are some of our fondest memories of Simon as our President and friend.
Simon was great company, but also decisive, resourceful, responsible, and energetic, and a great pleasure to work with professionally. Emails to him came back answered within a few hours, addressing, in a very precise and lucid manner, all questions raised. He had at heart support for young scholars, be it in establishing the conference prize that now bears his name, or in involving students and early-career scholars to become involved with the Society.
His skill as a chairman of A.G.M. was legendary. He was able to make meetings such as this useful, effective and quick-but always with a wry humour that allowed all the participants to take part and to believe that their views and ideas had been considered, digested, and utilised. Even with matters that might involve some rancour, Simon saw the way through to the best and most convenient solution, and had the deepest and future interests of the Society at the heart of all of his decisions.
On 15 th December 2017, he was suddenly taken from us. When words are insufficient to provide consolation, perhaps memories could offer some relief. Some of us have been lucky, as we had the opportunity to meet, study, work, collaborate, debate, travel, eat and drink, have a laugh, or talk about cricket with Simon. Yet, those who did not know him in person could easily get a glimpse of his intellectual worth by reading his work. His legacy survives in his written words, as much as it does in the exemplary professional and personal model he provided to all of us.
Following in his footsteps will be hard, but his example should guide those willing to undertake such a challenge. You are and will always be much missed, dearest Simon! Antonella Liuzzo Scorpo, Esther-Miriam Wagner, and Christopher Heath
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